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HERTFORD AS8IZ ES. 


Mancn 8, 1796. 


At a MEETING of the GRAND JURY at 
the Aſſizes for the County of Hertford, 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


| d the Foreman be defired to convey to 
the Hon. Sir NASH GROSE, Knight, 

one of the Juſtices of his Majeſty's Court of 
King's Bench, the reſpectful and cordial 
acknowledgments of the Grand Jury of this 
County, for the able, judicious, and well-timed 
CHARGE delivered by him from the Bench 
on the opening of the Commiſſion of Oyer and 
Terminer, and General Gaol Delivery, at Hert- 
ford, on Monday the 7th of March inſtant, 
containing matter of the moſt important na- 
ture, and expreſſed in terms, which, whether 
Az we 
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we conſider the authority from which they are 
derived, or the excellence of the ſentiments 
themſelves, are moſt happily calculated to in- 
ſpire and to confirm, in all ranks of men, a ſin- 
cere veneration for our Holy Religion, a dutiful 
ſubmiſſion to the Laws, and a ſteady attach- 
ment to the true principles of our invaluable 
Conſtitution ; and carneſtly to requeſt, in the 
name of the Grand Jury of this county, that 
he will conſent to the printing and publication 
of the ſame. | | | 


(Signed) 
William Baker, Foreman Phillip Hollingworth 
John Houblon 'Thomas Blackmore 
Ralph Winter James Pickard Ince 
Thomas Hope Byde James Lucas 


John Baron Dickenſon John Ralph 
Michael Hankin cr, Joſeph Walker 
John Rooke E: Stephen Wilſon 
George Stainforth Nr William Newdick 
Francis Carter Serancke Juſtinian Caſamajor 


John Chesſhyre Simeon Howard 
Adolphus Meetkerke William Smith 
Robert Dimſdale 
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THE 
SUBSTANCE OF A CHARGE, 
& Co Se 6 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 

Lf ORDS cannot better deſcribe the gene- 
ral outline of your duty, than thoſe of 
the oath which you have taken. You are 
« diligently to inquire and true preſentment 
make. Vou are not to preſent any one 
* for envy, hatred, or malice; nor leave any one 


s unpreſented for love, fear, favour, or affec- 
* tion.— But to preſent things, truly, as they 
e ſhall come to your knowledge.” Thus are 
you, Gentlemen, become the Grand Inqueſt for 
this County, called together by the King, for the 
purpoſe of adminiſtering juſtice to his people, 
and impannelled, under the ſanction of an oath; 
to execute thoſe laws, by which ſociety in this 
kingdom is holden together. 1 
A3 Sg 


660353 
So long as the world is inhabited by finite, 
imperfect beings, it will happen that offences 
come For the protection of thoſe againſt 
whom they are committed, and the puniſhment 
of thoſe who may commit them, refiraints are 


formed, and laws are made. 


The primary object of the law, is to preſerve 
entire the Government of the country, as it has 
been conſtituted by our anceſtors. —For this 
purpoſe are enacted the ſtatutes reſpecting 
High Treaſon, and for this purpoſe have been 
inſtituted proſecutions againſt perſons ſuſpected 
of that crime ; and againſt others, whoſe con- 
verſation, or writings, have tended to excite 
Sedition. 


That ſuch proſecutions ſhould have been 
neceſſary, to every good man muſt be matter of 
ſurprize and concern of ſurprize, that men 
ſhould attempt to ſubvert a Conſtitution, the 
laws of which are made, adminiſtered, and cor- 
reed, as occaſion may require, by ourſelves— 
a Conſtitution which it has been the work of 
age to perfect, has been the pride of Engliſh- 


men, 
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WS) 
men, the envy of ſurrounding natiotis, and 
which our anceſtors have delivered down to us; 
with a jealous care ;—of concern, becauſe theſe 
attempts lead to the ſubſtitution of idleneſs, 
ſpoil, and plunder, for induſtry; of atheiſm, 
for religion; and of anarchy, for government. 


I am happy that 1 am not called upon to 
addreſs you more particularly on this ſubject, 
by any commitments in your calendar, front 
which I may preſume, that the inhabitants of 
this county know, and feel, the bleſſings of the 
Conſtitution, under which they live; the moſt 
prominent features of which are, that every 
claſs of men is equally intitled to participate in 
the benefit of its laws—tbat the higheſt are not 
above the law—that the loweſt are within its 
protection, 


The next object of the law, is to prote ct our 
lives, our perſons, and our property: 5 


Happily for your feelings, and my own, there 
appears no charge in the calendar of any of 
tence againſt the firſt of theſe, I mean murder, 
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K 
of manſlaughter offences, at the bare recital 
of which, humanity muſt ſhudder, 


The other charges are, in general, ſuch as 
your experience has rendered you perfectly con- 
verſant with.—I ſhall not, therefore, trouble 
you with any comment upon the nature of 


of them, except one—I mean that of Robbery. 


This offence conſiſts in taking from the per- 
ſon, or in the preſence of another, by force, or 
by putting him in fear ſubſtituted for force, any 
property, of however ſmall value, belonging to, 
or in the poſſeſſion of, the perſon robbed. 


Within this definition are included the 
acts of thoſe who by force ſeize proviſions, 
which have been brought, or are in their way 
to market, from the perſons under whoſe care 
they are.— This offence is a very bad one, be- 
cauſe it leads to a total diſregard of property 
and of the law, and to the taking, what is called 
by ſuch offenders, the law into their own 
hands.—In any well-regulated ſtate this ought 

not 
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not to be done —in this country there is not a 
pretence for reſorting to ſuch a conduct; fince, 
by the laws of the country, recourſe may be had 
to the courts of juſtice, by any one who has a 
complaint to make, whether that complaint be 


of a publick or a private nature. 


But the offence is as impolitic, as it is crimi- 
nal; as theſe acts of violence tend to raife the 
price of proviſions, by the terror excited in the 
minds of thoſe who would otherwiſe ſupply the 
market, but who, fearing the loſs of their goods, 
withhold them :—Still worſe is the wantvn 
deſtruction of the neceſſaries of life—it favors 
of folly, as much as of wickedneſs. —By both 
theſe offences, the end aimed at is defeated, by 
the means uſed to attain it :—the price of the 
commodity deſtroyed is raiſed to the conſumer, 
by the increaſed ſcarcity ;—the laws of property, 
which ſhould be held facred, are violated, and 
the public peace is endangered. The offence 
is capital, and I mention it thus publickly, that 
the ignorant and deluded may be apprized of 
the extent of the offence, and that he, who, 

 know- 
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knowingly, and obſtinately, perfiſts in the 
violation of the law, may know that the con. 


viction of him will be indubitably followed 
by puniſhment. 


The offence, conſtituted as our laws are, is 
without excuſe—becauſe, by thoſe laws, the 
rich are compelled to relieve the poor,—9S0 long 
as a rich man has a loaf of bread, the poor 
man, for his ſubſiſtence, 1s entitled to a ſhare 
of it—not by force, but, by that peaceable al- 
lotment which the ſtatutes made for the relief 


of the poor point out. 


Without, however, reſorting to compulſion, 
we know that it is not in the nature of an 
Engliſhman to ſuffer a fellow creature to periſh 
for want, whom it is in his power to relieve :— 
In proof of this aſſertion, I need only refer 
to the charitable donations exiſting in every 
county I might ſay in every town, in every 
county: and I would further refer to the daily 
attention which has been, and ſtill is, paid to 
this ſubject by the legiſlature, and generous 
individuals, who are ſtraining every nerve to 

| remove, 
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remove, or leſſen, as far as may be, tlie diſ- 
comforts of the exiſting ſcarcity. 


It is my duty now to addreſs you upon his 
Majeſty's proclamation, againſt profaneneſs, 


immorality, and vice. 


It has been admitted univerſally, that when 
this proclamation iſſued, the vice and immo- 
rality of the times called aloud for this parental 
admonition. The ſucceſs of it, I fear, has not 
been ſuch, that we dare flatter ourſelves, that 
our attention may not ſtill, with propriety, be 
called to the ſame ſubject. I am not vain 
enough to ſuppoſe that I can urge any thing 
new—it is, however, my duty to ſubmit to you 
what has occured to me upon it. 


The purpoſe of it is to inforce obedience, not 
only to that law which concerns our preſent 
temporal happineſs, but to that, which, promul- 
gated by the revelation of a ſupreme Being, is 
to intereſt us here and hereafter; as ſuch; it is 
addreſſed to a kingdom, inhabited by men wha 
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( 12 ) 
yet believe in a God; by men, who, grateful 
for ſalvation imparted to them by a beneficent 
Redeemer, believe in a future ſtate. 


Into the minds of perſons like yourſelves, 
to whoſe examples, and whoſe precepts, the 
lower claſſes of men will look up; it cannot 
be too ſtrongly inculcated, how fit it is by every 
method to promote the deſirable purpoſes of 
this proclamation; to teach men to be virtu- 
ous, and to keep them ſo, by encouraging 
habits of induſtry, and the practice of every mo- 
ral and religious virtue. The prevention of 
crimes is a God-like act, far better than the cor- 
rection of them. | 


We are all links of one great chain—the 
ſtronger every link is, the firmer the whole will 
be.—ln the honeſt labour of the inferior claſſes 
of men the rich are intereſted, who from their 
abundance are bound to relieve the poor in fick- 
neſs and in want, in return for that which the 
uſeful exertions of the one contribute, not 
merely to the luxury of the other, but alſo ta 
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the improvement of thoſe means by which the 
happineſs of the whole community is extended 
and ſecured. Thus, in the induſtry, the mora- 
lity, the temperance, and virtue, of every in- 
dividual, the body politick, in all its parts, 
is deeply intereſted. Virtue and happineſs go 
hand in hand, even in this world :—and the 
greater the ſtock of moral and religious virtue 


is among men, the happier the general ſtate of 
ſociety will be. 


By the laws and government of a country, 
the minds and morals of its inhabitants are 
formed ; by inculcating obedience to thoſe laws, 
virtue is propagated. Of that obedience the peo- 
ple of this country have known, and ſtill feel, 
the good effects. They have for their reward, 
honour, freedom. happineſs. They are arrived 
at a degree of ſplendor in arms, in arts, in com- 
merce, and in literature,—cqualled by few na- 
tions,—exceeded by none. If I were aſked 
how we may beſt deſerve theſe bleſſings, and 
retain that proud pre-eminence which we have 
attained among the nations of the earth, my 


anſwer 
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anſwer would be, Let us fear our God, ho- 
« nour our King, obey the laws ourſelves, pro- 
* mote and enforce obedience to them in others.” 
To enforce this obedience is the purpoſe for 


which we are met; that purpoſe, I have no 


doubt, will be effected by your attention to the 
duty impoſed on you, to the honour of your- 
ſelves, and the ſatisſaction of the public. 
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No Money will be taken in Advance, nor will any Subſcriber be 
e ſired to take the Work unleſs it fully anſwers his expectation. 
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Should any Gentlemen be inclined to contribute towards the Expence 
of engraving any particular Portrait, View of his Seat, Monument, 
Church, &c. it will be acknowledged in the Work. | 


..“ Any Information relative to the Hiſtory or Situation of Gentlemen's Seats, 
Tons, Villages, &c. within the Compaſs of Twenty Miles round the Metro- 
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